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I Strongly support Dr Bouchet's application for the conservation of Natica hebraea

Martyn, 1786. This is a clear-cut case where a familiar well-known name of a species of

wide economic importance should be stabilised and preserved.

Commenton the proposed precedence of polygyridae Pilsbry, 1894 over mesodontidae

Tryon, 1866 (Mollusca, Gastropoda)

(Case 2642; see BZN46: 94^96)

G. Rosenberg & K.C. Emberton

Academy of Natural Sciences, 19th and the Parkway, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103,

U.S.A.

The application did not mention that both the generic name Mesodon and the

specific name leucodon were first published by Ferussac ( 1 82 1 , p. 37 folio, p. 33 quarto)

in the synonymy of Helix thyroidus (Say, 1817). This had been noted by Kennard

(1942, p. 117). Ferussac attributed Mesodon leucodon to Rafinesque. The generic

name Mesodon is available under Article 1 le of the Code, with authorship ascribed to

Ferussac (1821) (Article 50g). Under Article 671 its type species is 'that nominal species

first directly associated with it under an available species-group name' (i.e. Helix

thyroidus). The specific name leucodon seems not to have been used as valid since its

original (1821) publication and was not mentioned by Rafinesque himself in 1831. It

was not listed by Sherborn (1927). Therefore, it would not be available through usage

as the type species of Mesodon. Herrmannsen (1847, p. 40) designated Helix thyroidus

Say, 1817 as the type species, which was reported by Kennard (1942, p. 117).

The genus Mesodon was described by Rafinesque in 1831 (p. 3), with the single

included species maculatum (a nomen dubium), thereby making the name available

from the time of its first appearance in synonymy (Ferussac, 1821).

Rafinesque (1831) and subsequent authors (Scudder, 1882, p. 208; Tryon, 1887, pp.

113, 150) cited the name Mesodon from 'Rafinesque, 1819'. The name appears as

Mesodon leucodon (Rafinesque in McMurtrie, 1819, p. 66) but both the generic and

specific names are nomina nuda.

The family-group name mesodontinae was introduced by Tryon in the American

Journal of Conchology (1866, p. 306), as stated in the apphcation, and was discussed by

him (1867, pp. 4, 38) in the continuation of his work. Tryon reprinted this work as a

book, in which mesodontinae appeared or was discussed on pp. 55, 71 and 75. The

book was pubhshed in parts which were available by subscription. Wehave not found

any evidence to indicate that publication of parts of the book preceded pubhcation of

the corresponding parts of the journal.

The application requested that the family name polygyridae Pilsbry, 1894 be given

precedence over mesodontidae Tryon, 1866. It would have been better to ask for

'family-group names based on Polygyra Say, 1 8 1
8' to be given precedence as there is the

same problem at subfamily and superfamily levels.
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Comment on the proposed conservation of the specific name of Texigryphaea pitched

(Morton, 1834) (Mollusca, Bivalvia) '

(Case 2683; see BZN46: 226-228) .,
-

•,

'

R.W.Scott : ;

Amoco Production Company, 4502 East 41st Street, Post Office Box 3385, Tulsa,

Oklahoma 74102, U.S.A.

I would like to support the proposed conservation of the name Gryphaea pitcheri

Morton, 1834. Although in 1970 I used the name corrugata for specimens that now
would be called pitcheri, I agree that corrugata was inadequately described and its type

locality cannot be determined so that topotypes cannot be collected. Fay also made
this case in 1975. I believe that modern standards are more rigorous and that future

taxonomic studies will be served better by ruling in favor of this case. This species is one

of the most abundant and age-diagnostic species in this part of the Cretaceous section.

It also has paleoecological significance. Stabilization of this name will permit future

studies of phylogeny and paleobiogeography of this group of oysters to proceed

without being sidetracked.

Comments on the proposed conservation of Proptera Rafinesque, 1819 (Mollusca,

Bivalvia)

(Case 2558; see BZN47: 19-21)

(1) Arthur H. Clarke - v -

Ecosearch Inc., 325 East Bayview, Portland, Texas 78374, U.S.A. : ! , ,
.

I wish to express my wholehearted support for the conservation of Proptera

Rafinesque, 1819. Although the recently exhumed senior objective synonym Potamilus

Rafinesque, 1818 has been used by some recent authors in faunal lists and other local

studies, Proptera has been the overwhelming choice of authors of monographs and

other taxonomically critical works. : v'


